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under a palm tree, and began to eat some of the
biscuit we had brought with us. Knowing that tigers
and other wild animals are common in these forests,
we kept a sharp look-out, that we might not be taken
by surprise.

3.   I  soon   heard   a  rustling  among   the   bushes,
and   turning  round,   saw   at   some   distance,   not   a
tiger, but an old man peeping cautiously from behind
a tree.    " Look," exclaimed I to my companion, " there
is a savage! perhaps more are behind him; be ready
with your gun."     By this  time  the  barbarian had
left the shelter of the bushes and advanced towards
us; his  frightful  countenance  had  an  expression  of
malignity which alarmed me, though his stooping gait
showed him to be old.   Berton, however, after looking for
a moment at the advancing savage, burst out laughing.

4.   " It  is   no   man,"   said   he,   " but an   orang-
outang; I have seen one before in France.    We had
better not molest him, as these creatures are sometimes
extremely ferocious."    As he spoke he drew me aside,
in order to let the " man of the woods" pass.     But
wre were not destined to part company so easily; the
creature fixed his eyes upon us intently, grinding his
teeth, and then brandishing a huge stick which  he
held, he suddenly bounded  close to   us.     I sprang
backwards and fired, but only wounded him slightly;
Berton stepped a few paces back to try his luck, but
the man of the woods meanwhile had given me so
violent a blow with his stick that I had nearly fallen.

5.  He   was preparing to spring upon  me, but I
slipped behind a tree.    At the same moment Berton